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curious parallelisms, and singularly interesting trains of thought. 
But, apart from this special purpose, the labors of Mr. Hackett 
are valuable in a simply literary point of view. The text is 
carefully prepared ; the notes are sufficiently critical to enable 
a reader moderately versed in the principles of Greek construc- 
tion, to understand the forms of Plutarch's somewhat difficult 
style ; and the illustrations of the historical allusions are copious 
and precise. Mr. Hackett has availed himself of the aid of the 
best recent German writers on Greek grammar, — as, indeed, 
every one who would edit a classic satisfactorily or usefully 
must do, — in the critical portion of his notes. The notes are 
preceded by a brief, but very excellent summary of the argu- 
ment, in which all the leading points, and the important illustra- 
tions are combined and arranged with such distinctness, force, 
and effect, that, from reading this alone, a clear conception of 
the discussion may be formed. 

The character of the original work, the neatness, convenience, 
and accuracy which mark the volume, and the elegant, scholar- 
like simplicity which graces Mr. Hackett's preface, analysis, 
and notes, render it worthy of a larger audience than that for 
which it seems to have been directly intended. 



5. — Letter to a Lady in France on the supposed Failure of a 
National Bank, the supposed Delinquency of the Nation- 
al Government, the Debts of the several States, and Re- 
pudiation, with Answers to Inquiries concerning the 
Books of Captain Marryatt and Mr. Dickens. By Thom- 
as G. Cary. Second Edition. Boston : B. H. Greene. 
1844. 8vo. pp. 60. 

We regard the publication of this letter as a service to the 
whole country. It is written in an excellent style, with no flour- 
ish or pretension, and with the most precise information on the 
various topics which it handles. The tone of the letter cannot 
be too much commended for its gentlemanlike calmness and 
moderation. Mr. Cary has belonged many years to one of the 
most distinguished mercantile houses in the United States; and 
the personal part he has taken in financial affairs, and the prac- 
tical knowledge which his position in commerce has given him, 
enable him to speak on these subjects with an authority much su- 
perior to that of speculating politicians or rancorous partisans, 
in whose hands matters of this nature, to the great misfortune of 
the country, have been quite exclusively placed. This pamphlet 
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has probably instructed many Americans, who, before reading 
it, imagined that they were already at home in the subjects of 
which it treats ; and it is to be hoped, that its circulation abroad, 
while it will not abate one jot from the deep damnation to which 
the dishonesty of the repudiating demagogues has doomed them, 
will yet put a check upon the tongues of the ignorant and su- 
percilious scoffers, who join in the hue and cry of wholesale na- 
tional calumny, and live by running down the reputations of 
those who are better than themselves. 

The topics of this letter cannot here be discussed ; but its un- 
common merits, both of matter and manner, demanded this 
notice, if nothing more. It has been so generally read, com- 
mented on, and admired, that there is the less occasion to indicate 
its claims upon the favorable attention of the public, otherwise 
than in this general way. 



6. — 1 . A Grammar of the Greek Language. Part First. Syn- 
tax. By Alpheus Crosby, Professor of the Greek Lan- 
guage and Literature in Dartmouth College. Boston : 
James Munroe & Co. 1844. 12mo. pp. 487. 

2. A Narrative of the Expedition of Cyrus the Younger, 
and of the Retreat of the Ten Thousand, by Xenophon of 
Athens. Edited by Alpheus Crosby. Boston : James 
Munroe & Co. 1844. 12mo. pp. 282. 

The first portion of this Grammar has been published some 
time. The present contains the syntax of the Attic, and Com- 
mon Dialects of the Greek Language. Some objection may, 
perhaps, be made to the separation of the Attic, to such an ex- 
tent, from the older forms of the language ; but putting this aside, 
no scholar can read the present work without feeling that the 
subject is treated with masterly clearness, and a most philoph- 
ical arrangement. The principles are stated with elegance and 
precision, and the examples used to illustrate them are admirably 
selected and applied. The strictest scientific method is carried 
through the work ; and we cannot but regard the labors of Pro- 
fessor Crosby, whose scholarship is marked by an accuracy of 
judgment no less conspicuous than the delicacy of his taste, as 
honorable to his own attainments and to the literary character of 
our country. What a contrast is presented between the gram- 
mars of Sophocles and Crosby, and the meagre and mechanical 
compends, by the aid of which the unfortunate youth of a past 
generation were reluctantly compelled to drudge at their repul- 
sive task. 



